ART AT THE LAKE 

by K.A. Hamdy-Swink

May 21, 2008;  Page 2
Story Word Count: 584


What a perfect backdrop and oh what a view.  The July morning air was heavy as the lake mist hovered, beckoning one to stare.  At 9:30AM, the pace quickened as 40+ artists completed last minute touches and display re-arrangements.  The 2007 ART AT THE LAKE Show and Sale was about to go from vision to reality.  
A 2007 spring brainstorming session ended with the North Georgia Arts Guild hoping to host an annual art show.  Ironically (or luckily) for the guild,  I was actively helping market The Pavilion at Lake Rabun – the perfect location for any event including a fine art show.  But how could the North Georgia Arts Guild fund The Pavilion rental, marketing and PR?  Who would be in charge?  I volunteered, since I was also a guild ambassador, to write up a grant request and to our delight an anonymous donor awarded us $2000 with strings:  all the local Guilds, non-profit art groups and Lake Rabun Association artists be invited to participate, 10% of artist’s gross proceeds go to the Lake Rabun Foundation, and I would be in charge and volunteer my company’s freelance marketing services.  My husband OK’d financially backing me for a few months and a flourish of planning started.  A few brave artists committed early to participate which eventually expanded to 40.  Posters, invitations, web site, stories and ads were created with vendors pitching in to give the non-profit Guild what they could.  John Durham, at Sky 104, broadcasted our story.  Signs were placed and everyone’s fingers crossed with hope that folks would come.   

At 9:45AM I looked up to see a wall of customers.  We officially opened at 10AM yet here were the eager patrons seeking out favorite artists and browsing from one artist’s booth to the next.  Stunning Oils, Acrylics, Pastels, and Watercolors intermixed with stained glass, painted furniture, and beautiful pottery for tables and gardens -- all incredible to see and touch.  Mixed media pieces such as Sandy O’Brien’s encaustic (hot wax) paintings awed everyone.  Gorgeous scenic photos were available including mine transformed into glass cutting boards & elegant note cards.  One piece I coveted was the late Jon Widdon’s Yellow Sunflower painted on metal.  I know I wasn’t the only person wishing they had not waited to buy it.  Those early guests knew, “the early bird gets the worm”.  The show’s collection of art varied as did prices.  Maybe I’m just a tad biased but the artistic talent level pooled under one (gorgeous) roof was rare.  With the beautiful setting on Lake Rabun, a steady stream of folks enjoyed meeting passionate artists, experiencing art, and for some savoring their purchases.
With over $1200 raised by the artists for the Lake Rabun Foundation and 1000+ in attendance, last year’s show was considered a success.  This year’s show has over 50+ artist preparing to show their best work.  I’ve volunteered again - hopefully wiser and more organized.  We are all still crossing fingers and toes that folks will come.  The North Georgia Arts Guild is hosting and Georgia Heritage Center for the Arts is participating.  Hochokan will host their “Make Art” program from 10AM - 4PM.  Children under 12 must be chaperoned and everyone can test creative talents for a nominal material fee.  For a list of artists, map and more information please visit: http://www.feathertales.com/ARTSHOW.html .  I hope you will join us on Saturday July 26th, 2008 from 10AM-6PM for the ART AT THE LAKE Show and Sale.  And feel free to help spread the word... 
SIDEBAR 1:

WHAT: 
 ART AT THE LAKE Show and Sale

DATE:  
Saturday – July 26, 2008

TIME: 
10AM – 6PM (wine and cheese starts at 3:30)

WHERE: 
The Pavilion on Lake Rabun; 1757 Lake Rabun Road; Lakemont, GA 30552

HOSTS:  
North Georgia Arts Guild

INFO:
 www.feathertales.com/ARTSHOW.html, Casual Dress, Admission & Parking Free
SIDEBAR 2:

Artists are drawn to the beauty and serenity of the North Georgia Mountains.  Many artists come and end up staying.  For others there are two residency programs: Hambidge (www.hambidge.org)  and The Lillian E. Smith Artists Retreat (www.lillianesmith.org).  If you are an artist – please join us: North Georgia Arts Guild (www.northgeorgiaartsguild.com) and the Georgia Heritage Center for the Arts (www.georgiaartists.org).  These Guilds provide artists of all skill levels an outlet to socialize, learn, network, sell and sometimes just celebrate creating art.  To learn more about The Pavilion on Lake Rabun and The Foundation visit: www.lakerabun.org .
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Kathy Beehler, a North Georgia Art Guild Member, puts finishing touches on her oil painting for the show.
